
BRI: Mark 

Critical Method: 
1. Who wrote the book? 

1. Although there is no direct claim of authorship its is commonly 

believed that it was Mark or “john mark”. The reason for him making no 

claim to the book is due to the threat of death. (Lori’s teaching) His 

only identity or signature is the story of the man fleeing from jesus 

(11:51-52). The most important evidence comes from Papias (c. a.d. 140), who 

quotes an even earlier source as saying: “Mark was a close associate of 

Peter, from whom he received the tradition of the things said and done 

by the Lord; this tradition did not come to Mark as a finished, account 

of the life of jesus, but as the preaching of Peter — preaching directed to 

the needs of the early Christian communities; Mark accurately preserved 

this material. The conclusion drawn from is that the Gospel of Mark 

largely consists of the preaching of Peter arranged and shaped by Mark.” 

(Glo program)  

2. Who was Mark or John Mark? 
1. companion to both paul & peter 

1. Acts 12:25, Acts 15:37-39, Philemon 1:24, 2 Tim 4:11, 
2. Even traveling with Paul on his first Missionary journey, Col 4:10 
3. Son of Mary, Acts 12:12 
4. Barnabas’ cousin, Col 4:10 
5. Very close to Peter, Peter even calls him son, 1 Peter 5:13 
6. Mark was the naked man running away (his only “signature), mark 

14:51-52 
7. At some point Paul became mad at mark, because when Barnabas 

proposed taking Mark on the second journey, Paul flatly refused, a 

refusal that broke up their working relationship Acts 15:36-39 
8. Barnabas then took mark to Cyprus Col 4:10 
9. Paul and Mark become friends again, because paul asks for him 2 Tim 

4:11 

2. When was it written? 
1. Mark was written around 64-65 AD during Nero’s reign (Lori’s teaching) 

3. To whom was it written? 
1. It was written to the suffering believers under Nero’s power. It was a 

pastoral response to their needs and to be an encouragement for them 

to endure with hope knowing that Jesus suffered much like they are. 



4. From where was it written? 
1. According to early church tradition, Mark was written “in the regions 

of Italy” or, more specifically, in Rome. With this the historical 

probability that Peter was in Rome during the last days of his life and 

was martyred there, and the Biblical evidence that Mark also was in 

Rome about the same time and was closely associated with Peter. (Glo 

Program) 

Historical Method: 
1. What is the historical setting of the book? What is the culture 

of the audience? 
1. During the time of this Book, Nero was the Caesar of the OH. His cruelty 

and barbaric methods of entertainment where unmatched at this time. 

He was know for terrible morals, he married a young boy and had many 

ignominious affairs with both men and women. He even mother, aunt 

and wife.  
2. In 64 AD Nero burned 3 of the 14 regions in Rome, by doing this it 

allowed him to build his “Domus Aurea” (Gold House). There was a lot of 

rumor and talk that Nero was indeed behind the burning of his own 

city just so he could build a bigger home. To combat this, he blames the 

fire on the christian believers, which started the persecution the OR 

were enduring at this time.  

2. If it is an Epistle, when was the church founded? 
1. It is unclear on wither or not this was written to a specific 

church. 

3. Who makes up the church? 
1. N/A 

4. What are their strengths and weaknesses? 
1. N/A 



Literary Method: 
1. What kind of literature is found in this book? (This will 

influence your interpretation) 
1. Mark is a narrative and can be broken down 3 different ways: 

1. Chronological 
1. Chapters 1-10 (3 years) 
2. Chapters 11-16 (1 week) 

2. Geographical  
1. Chapters 1-9 Galilee 
2. Chapters 10-16 Judah & Jerusalem 

3. main idea & Main Purpose 
1. Main idea - Chapter 1- 8:27 
2. Main Purpose - Chapter 9:2- 16i 

Survey Method: 
1. What is the main idea of the book? 

1. To show that while Jesus was not only the powerful Messiah, Son of God 

he was also the suffering Servant. 

2. What is the major purpose for writing this book? 
1. To bring a much needed revelation that Jesus endured much of the same 

stuff the OH was currently facing.  


