
 
Church History Timeline
 
Year                       Event
 
64 AD    Fire in Rome – Starting on July 19, ten of fourteen sections were burnt.  Nero 

blamed Christians beginning sporadic and local persecution
67            Paul Beheaded by Nero
70           Jerusalem Destroyed – A Jewish revolt against Rome broke out in 66 AD.  The 

temple was destroyed and its gold and furniture disappeared into the Roman 
world.

150         Justin Martyr Writes “Apology” – The philosooher convets to Christianity 
and became the first apologist to explain the faith as reasonable.

156         Polycarp Martyred – The 86 year old had been a student of the Apostle John.  
He is burnt at the stake in Smyrna.

177         Irenaeus becomes Bishop in Lyons (city in modern France)– A life long 
acquaintance of Polycarp used the writings of John to defeat Gnosticism

196         Tertullian begins to Write- An African who wrote in Latin which became the 
language of theology to describe the Trinity. He joined a charismatic/puritan 
group in 206 and began to look for the return of Christ.  Famous Quote: “The 
blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church.”

205         Origen begins to Write – In Alexandria, Egypt he became president of a Bible 
school at the age of 18 due to the martyrdom of all the other leaders including 
his Father.  He had a long writing career.

251         Cyprian Writes “On the Unity of the Church” – A wealthy, cultured Pagan 
gave his possessions to the poor, vowed chastity.  Became bishop of Carthage.  
He said, “A second birth created me a new man by means of the spirit breathed 
from heaven.” He was no Theologian but practically worked in the office of a 
leading pastor for church unity

270         Anthony Begins Life as a Hermit – His original idea sparks the monastic 
movement.

312         Constantine Converts to Christianity
325         Council of Nicea – Due to Arius’ teaching that Jesus was divine but not God a 

deadly debate broke out and was the focal point of this council.
367         Athanasius’s Letter Recognizes New Testament Canon Books- He used two 

standards: 1) Apostolic Origin, 2) The use of the writings in the churches.



385         Bishop Ambrose Defies the Empress – Church power uses threats loss church 
membership, loss of communion, loss of salvation to manipulate the political 
world.

387         Augustine is converted
397         Council of Carthage- This council confirmed and officially recognized 

Athanasius’ list of New Testament canon
398         John Chrysostom Becomes Bishop of Constantinople
405         Jerome Completes Latin Vulgate- The Latin translation that became the 

standard text of the church until the reformation in the 1500’s
432         Patrick goes to Ireland as a missionary after having escaped slavery there 

several years before.
451         Council of Chalcedon-By this time an Eastern and Western split was forming.  

Rome and Alexandria, Egypt sided together against Antioch and Constantinople 
from the East.  They exiled each others leaders over theological issues.  400 
bishops came to this council and voted to defined that Christ is “acknowledged 
in two natures, without confusion, without change, without division, without 
separation. . .the characteristic property of each nature being preserved and 
coming together to form one person.” This was the first council that the Roman 
bishop (the Pope) played a major role, a fact that caused the East to consider this 
the last official council with the west.

451         Columba goes to Scotland as a Missionary
590         Gregory I becomes Pope.  He asked for military troops to protect Rome from 

Constantinople.  None were sent so Gregory organized his own army.  He taught 
masses celebrated in behalf of the dead could relieve their pains in a place he 
believed in called purgatory.  He was interested in church music and the 
Gregorian chant is named after him.

732         Battle of Tours- Here Charles Martel turned back the massive forces of the 
Muslims that had swept across North Africa and up into Europe.  This battle 
saved Western civilization or else we might be speaking Arabic.

800         Charlemagne Crowned Emperor-He united an empire in the West, provided 
leadership and protection, and did not see any reason to submit to the pope.

1054       The East and West Schism- East used Greek for theology, the West used Latin.  
Worship styles were different concerning communion bread, the date for Lent, 
and how to celebrate mass.  Eastern priest could marry but had to have a beard.  
Vice-versa in the West.  The pope sent delegates to the East. They were refused 
a hearing and the delegates excommunicated the churches leader in the East.  He 
in return excommunicated the Western delegates.  The East became the Greek 
Orthodox Church.  The West became the Roman Catholic Church.

1095       First Crusade launched by  Pope Urban II
1150       University of Oxford founded



1173       Waldensians founded by Peter Waldo
1206       Francis of Assisi Renounces Wealth
1215       Fourth Lateran Council ruled that every baptized person must annually make 

confession to a priest and take communion.  The doctrine of transubstantiation 
was made official.  There was only one true church.  Disagreeing with the 
church was no longer an option.  The state could punish heretics and confiscate 
their property.  Jews were required to wear special identifying badges and 
Christians could not do business with the Jews, in time placing the Jews in the 
ghettos.

1252       Pope Innocent IV authorized torture as a means of getting information and 
confessions out of people in cases of heresy.

1273       Thomas Aquinas Completes huge Theological work called “Summa 
Theologica” that becomes the theological base of Christianity

1321       Dante Completes the Divine Comedy
1380       Wycliffe Oversees The Translation of the Bible into English
1415       John Hus is burnt at the Stake by the Church for asserting that Christ alone is 

the head of the church, that God alone can forgive sin, that the pope could not 
establish doctrine apart from the Bible.  Influenced by Wycliffe he lifted 
Biblical preaching to an important place with the church service.  He challenged 
the worldliness of the church leaders by comparing them to Christ: They rode a 
horse, Christ walked.   They had their feet kissed, Christ washed the disciples 
feet.  His nation of Bohemia rebelled successfully against the Catholic church.

1456       Johann Gutenberg’s Printing Press produces the first printed Bible.  A new 
age of communication has opened up.

1478       Establishment of Spanish Inquisition- The church turned those who did not 
agree with their doctrines over to be killed.  They would torture people until 
they turned others in or confessed they to taught against the “accepted” church 
teachings.  The Church could confiscate property of the condemned.  The 
Protestants took hold of northern Europe.  Spain and the south fell into the 
hands of the Roman Catholic Church

1512       Michelangelo Completes Sistine Chapel Ceiling
1517       Martin Luther Posts his 95 Theses
1523       Zwingli Leads Swiss Reformation
1525       Anabaptist Movement Begins- For some people the reformation was not 

moving fast enough back to the first century church of scripture.  Lutherans and 
members of the Swiss Reformation were still caught in church hierarchy.  The 
conflict that surfaced was infant baptism.  On January 21, 1525

                the church order them to cease disputation.  That cold, snowy  evening the 
rebels went out rebaptized the adults.  They were called Anabaptist, or 
“rebaptizer” by the church.  They would often interrupt Protestant church 



meetings and refused to go to war for their nation.  The Mennonites and 
Brethren churches are descendants of this group.

1536       John Calvin Publishes “The Institutes of the Christian Religion”
1545       Council of Trent Begins-In response to the Protestants acquisitions and masses 

of people leaving, this 18 year meeting abolished indulgences, and the clergy 
were exhorted to “avoid even the smallest faults.”  But they restated the 
Catholic doctrine and rejected the Protestant claim of only two of the seven 
sacraments.  They rejected the reformed teaching that a person could know that 
they were justified.  They reaffirmed transubstantiation (bread and wine became 
Christ).  Church services still could not be in the common languages but had to 
be in Latin.  And “Fearing what would happen if every plowboy could indeed 
read the Scriptures for himself, the council again said the church alone could 
adequately interpret Scripture and refused the use of the Bible in the languages 
for the people. Only the Latin Vulgate was accepted.

1572       Saint Bartholomew’s Day Massacre- The Queen of France, Catherine de 
Medici, ordered the execution of all Protestant leaders in Paris.  At 4:00 a.m. on 
August 24, on St Bartholomew’s Day.  Most of the Protestants were middle 
class, when the upper class began to execute the middle class protestants 
leaders, the lower class joined in.  Bodies were piled up by the hundreds.  
30,000 – 40,000 Protestants died.

1608       First Baptist Baptized by John Smith
1611       Publication of the King James Bible
1620       Pilgrims sign Mayflower Compact
1648       Society of Friends Founded by George Fox
1678       John Bunyan’s “The Pilgrims Progress” is published
1735       The Great Awakening under Jonathan Edwards – Believing in Calvin’s 

doctrine of election he believed God chooses whom he will save, Edwards 
insisted that pastors in the New England colonies preach about the gravity of sin 
and the necessity of the heart turning toward God.  Jonathan Edwards was not 
flamboyant and his sermons were centered on justification by faith with his 
intellectual bent.   The result was surprisingly an incredible emotional response 
that included wailing and bodily contortions that Edwards called emotional 
excesses that were evidence of the Spirit of God moving in human hearts.

1738       John Wesley’s Conversion – John joined his brothers home Bible study they 
called  “Holy Club” that searched for holiness.  This became the Methodists.

1780       Robert Raikes begins Sunday School
1793       William Carey Sails for India
1807       Slave Trade Abolished by vote of British Parliament
1816       African Methodist Episcopal Church Founded by Richard Allen
1830       Charles G. Finney’s Urban Revivals Begin



1830       John Nelson Darby helps start the Plymouth Brethren.  Darby was the first to 
teach the doctrine of the rapture of the church.

1854       Hudson Taylor arrives in China
1854       Soren Kierkegaard Publishes attacks on Christendom – He became the father 

of “existentialism” which gained prominence in the 20th century.  He is 
responsible for much of the subjectivity of modern theology.

1854       Charles Spurgeon becomes Pastor in London
1855       Dwight L. Moody’s conversion
1857       David Livingstone Publishes Missionary Travels
1865       Salvation Army Founded by William Booth
1870       Papal Infallibility proclaimed doctrine by Pope Pius IX
1906       Azusa Street Revival launches Pentecostalism
1910       Fundamentalist Movement launched by the Publication of “The 

Fundamentals”
1919       Karl Barth’s “Commentary on Romans” is published
1921       First Christian Radio Program
1948       World Council of Churches is formed
1949       Billy Graham’s Los Angeles Crusades
1960       Modern Charismatic Movement begins
1963       Martin Luther King, Jr., leads March on Washington
1970       Chinese Church Grows despite shutdown of churches
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English Bible
 
The History of the English Bible
 
1250 AD                Cardinal Hugo places chapter divisions into scripture
                Years later Athias adds OT verses and Robert Stevens adds NT
1350 ca Scholars, like Wycliffe, are unfamiliar with original Hebrew and Greek 

languages.  All translating is from Latin to English
1375-6   John Wycliffe writes “On Divine Dominion” and “On Civil Dominion” and 

declares that all people are under God.  States that all political/religious 
authority should live righteous or lose their rule and possessions.   Wycliffe is 
condemned for these views

1377       Pope condemns Wycliffe.
                Wycliffe condemns the church’s rituals, ceremonies, and doctrine not found in 

the Bible.  He says Christians are saved by divine grace.  People are responsible 
for themselves and it is then required that they have access to the scriptures.



1380       Wycliffe decides the best way to fight corrupt church is to give everyone a 
Bible.  Wycliffe’s English New Testament translation from the Latin Vulgate is 
released (not printed)

1382       Wycliffe’s English Old Testament is complete
1384       Wycliffe dies of a stroke.   In about 35 years, around 1420, the church is still so 

upset with Wycliffe they have his body dug up and burned and his ashes thrown 
in the Swift River.

1388       John Pruvey revises Wycliffe’s English translation
 
1425ca  The Renaissance bring new interest to the study of the classical writings.  An 

interest and need to study Greek and Hebrew follow.
1448       Pope Nicholas brings Codex Vaticanus to the Vatican
1500       Oxford is teaching Greek
1515       William Tyndale graduates from Oxford saying to a clergyman who resisted 

translating the scriptures: “If God spare my life, ere many years, I will cause a 
boy that driveth the plough to know more of the scriptures than thou dost.”

1516       Erasmus publishes his Textus Receptus.  Erasmus used 5 Greek New Testament 
manuscripts:

                                1) 11th century MSS of Gospels, Acts,                                             
Epistles

                                2) 5th century MSS of Gospels
                                3) 12th –14th century of Acts and Epistles
                                4) 15th century of Acts and Epistles
                                5) 12th century of Revelation
                                -He also used Latin copies to fill in the gaps.
1517       Martin Luther posts his 95 theses on October 31
1519       2nd Edition of Textus Receptus with revised Greek text.
1522       3rd Edition of Textus Receptus now includes 1 Jn5:7 that Erasmus did not want 

and had omitted
                Martin Luther makes a German translation from Erasmus’1516 text.
1523       Tyndale goes to London; the bishop refuses to let him work on an English 

translation
1524       Tyndale goes to Germany to work on his English translation
1525       Tyndale finishes the first English translation directly from a Greek text.  He 

used Erasmus’ 1516 Textus Receptus.  Germany smuggles 15,000 copies to 
England.  England burns the copies as fast as they can find them.

1527       The fourth edition of Textus Receptus is finished.  It includes along with 
theGreek, the Latin Vulgate and Erasmus’s translation into Latin

1535       The fifth edition of Textus Receptus is finished



1536       October 6, Tyndale is strangled and burnt by England’s King Henry VIII and the 
Church of England.  Tyndale dies praying,

                “Lord, open the King of England’s eyes.”  This prayer is almost immediately 
answered. . .

1537       King Henry VIII breaks ties with the pope and orders royal funds used to print 
Miles Coverdale’s English Bible.  Henry did not know Coverdale’s work was 
simply the finishing of Tyndale’s OT work.  It was printed along with Tyndales 
NT.

                This Bible becomes the first English Bible Authorized for public use.  It is 
called “TheGreat Bible”

1543       King Henry VIII changes his mind along with parliament and makes it a crime 
to use an English Bible with out a licensed person.  England again begins to 
burn Tyndale and Coverdale Bibles.

1553       (Father Ephream uses some old vellum in a Syrian Monestary to record sermons 
by erasing the GNT MSS from 400’s)

1554       Queen Mary of England attempts to restate Roman Catholicism in England.  
She executes protestants.  She executes Bible translators: John Rogers an 
dThomas Cranmer.  Coverdale is arrested.  Protestants flee England.

1550’s    “Geneva Bible”  Whitingham, an English exile, uses Beza’s Latin and some 
Greek to make a small inexpensive Bible with John Calvin’s strongly 
evangelical notes.

1568       “Bishop’s Bible”  English church leaders realize the “Geneva Bible” is a better 
translation than the Great Bible.  The Great Bible is revised and called “Bishop’s 
Bible.”  This became the main Bible until the “King James”

1580       (Catherine de Medici of France dies, her books are placed in the French 
National Library in Paris.  Included unknowingly is Father Ephraem’s book of 
sermons coied in 1553 on GNT MSS from 400’s.  They will be discovered in 
254 years in 1834)

1611       King James Bible is finished using “Textus Receptus” as the Greek Text
1627       Codex Alexandrinus, Brought to England from Greek Orthodox in the East.  It 

is a MSS from the 400’s and it includes Revelation.
 
1700       John Mills produces an improved “Textus Receptus”
1730       Bengel’s Greek New Testament deviates from Erasmus’           
                Textus Receptus due to Codex Alexandrinus
1750       Textus Receptus itself begins to change
1809       Napoleon takes Pope and the Vatican Library into exile.  Someone takes note of 

some ancient manuscripts on parchment.
1815       Vatican Library Returned
1831       Lachman’s New Greek New Testament text is based on Manuscripts from 300’s



1834       A student in the back stacks of the French National Library in Paris is working 
on a term paper on Father Ephream.  While reading Father Ephream’s hand 
written sermons he notices that the Father had erased something first.    
Ephraemi Rescriptus, a GNT MSS from the 400’s is discovered.

1843       Someone remembers seeing the Codex Vaticanus in the Vatican.  Tregelles and 
Tischendorf are allowed to view it.

1844       Tischendorf discovers Codex Sinaiticus in a monestary at Mt.Sinia and saves it 
from the fire.  It is an almost complete Bible MSS from 350 AD

1845       Tregelles memorizes Codex Vaticanus as the pope gave him permission to read 
it for a few hours a day, but could not take notes, use paper or pen, and could not 
remove it.  He read it and memorized it in all three languages while guards 
observed him.

                He would return to his room each night and write it out.  By the end of the 
summer he had a copy of the text of Codex Vaticanus.

1849       Henry Alford compiles his Greek New Testament Text
1857       Tregelles begins publishing his GNT text between 1857-1872 that he 

memorized from Codex Vaticanus
1859       Pope is very upset with Tregelles’ work.  The pope reacts by having Codex 

Vaticanus photographed and released to the public.  This manuscript had been 
available at the Vatican since 1481 and dates back to 320.  It includes almost the 
entire Bible.

1860’s    By now there are three very good Greek New Testament Text that surpass the 
Textus Receptus:

                                1)Tregelles’    2) Tischendorf’s     3) Westcott and Hort’s
1870       The Convocation of Canterbury decided to revise the King James.  Sixty-five 

British scholars made significant changes to the KJ Bible.  They corrected 
mistranslations of Hebrew words and reformatted the poetic passages into poetic 
form.  The NT had thousands of changes based upon better textual evidence.The 
English Revised Version is released. American scholars were invited to 
participate with the understanding that if their suggestions were not accepted 
they could not publish their own version until 1901.  In 1901 several of the 
surviving members published the American Standard Version

1871       John Nelson Darby, Plymouth Brethren, made a new translation into English 
using mainly Codex Vaticanus and Codex Sinaiticus called New Translation 
Bible.

1872       J.B. Rotherham publishes a translation of Tregelles text,            in which he 
attempted to reflect the emphasis inherent               in the Greek text.  This was 
The Emphasized Bible.

1881       Westcott and Hort release their GNT text



                King James is revised.  They attempt to make each     Greek word same in 
English.            

1900       Oxyrhynchos Papyri found.  2000 stuffed crocodiles are found containing a 
library of papyri from the first century that include many daily documents but 
also Greek grammars, etymologies and much more.  This is a turning point in 
Greek studies.

1901       American Standard Version is released by the American scholars who had 
joined the 65 British scholars in 1870 to revise the King James and form the 
English Revised version.

1902       The Twentieth Century New Testament       20 men and women worked to 
produce a smooth-flowing easy to read translation.

1903       Richard Weymouth published The New Testament in Modern Speech.  
Weymouth had a Doctor of Literature from the University of London and spent 
his life producing an edition of the Greek text (1862) that was more accurate 
than Textus Receptus.

1906       A Jewish Temple Library from 600 BC is discovered in Elephantine, Egypt.
1913       James Moffiatt, a Scottish scholar published The New Testament: A New 

Translation.  Unfortunately it was based on Soden’s Greek New Testament text 
that is now considered defective.

1923       Edgar J. Goodspeed, a professor of New Testament at the University of Chicago 
released The Twentieth Century New Testament.  He had criticized 
Weymouth’s and Moffiatt’s translations and had been challenged to do better.

1927       Adolf Deissman writes “Light From the Ancient East” after 20 years of study of 
the papyri of Oxyrhynchos.

1931       November 19, the Chester Beatty Papyri from 90’s-200’s AD are purchased 
from a dealer in Egypt.  Three manuscripts contain a large portion of the New 
Testament. P45 (200’s AD) contains portions of Gospels and Acts. P46 (90’s 
AD) almost all of Paul’s epistles and Hebrews. P47 (200’s AD) contain 
Revelation 9-17.

1933       Russian Communist, who see no value but cash in Codex Sinaiticus, sell it to 
Great Britian.

1947       Dead Sea Scrolls discovered             
1952       The English Revised and the American Standard Version were accurate but hard 

to read.  New manuscript finds demanded a revision of the Greek Text.  The 
result was the Revised Standard Version generally based on Masoretic Text for 
the OT (1952) and the 17th edition of Nestle Text for the NT (1946).  It was a 
revision which sought to preserve all that is best in the English Bible.  It was 
well received by Protestants and son became their standard text.  Evangelicals 
and fundamentals rejected it mainly because of Isaiah 7:14, “Look, a young 
woman is with child and whall bear a son.” It did not use the word “virgin.”



1954       Bodmer Papyrus published
1961       The New English Bible, it was to be a fresh translation in modern idiom 

(though extremely British) of the original languages.  This was not a revision.  
They produced readings from different text never before produced in English.

1962       The Living Bible, Kenneth Taylor’s paraphrase of the NT Epistles.  Taylor 
paraphrased from the American Standard Version.

1966       Good News for Modern Man (NT) Published by the American Bible Society.  
Promoted and made affordable sold more than 35,000,000 copies in six years.  
Influenced by the linguistic theory of dynamic equivalence

1971       New American Standard, this is a revision of the American Standard Version 
(1901).  The popularity of the American Standard Translation was failing. 32 
Scholars who believed in a literal translation prepared a new revision.  Very 
good study Bible but hard to read and 30 years behind in the area of the text.

1976       Due to the success of the Good News Bible NT of 1966 the entire Bible was 
done: The Good News Bible: Today’s English Version.

1978       New International Version, a completely new rendering of the original 
languages done by an international group of more than 100 scholars.  It is an 
excellent thought-for-thought translation in contemporary English.  Scholars 
from U.S. Canada, Great Britain, Australia and New Zealand sought to use 
vocabulary common to the major English-speaking nations of the world.

                The NT was finished in 1973 and the OT in 1978.  Since 1987 the NIV has 
outsold the KJ, a feat never accomplished by any other translation.

1979       Novum Testamentum Graece – 1
1982       New King James
1985       New International Version revised
1986       New Jerusalem Bible
                Novum Testamentum Graece – 2, corrections had been made
1989       New English Bible revised
1990       New Revised Standard


